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From the 

Grand Knight 

 

 
 Joel Lanoux 

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

 

Wow! What a busy month March was!   So many of you have 

done so much this month and contributed so much this month that 

I will simply start with a big THANK YOU to all who worked so 

hard on our events. (Fraternity) 

 

For the feast of St. Joseph we helped our entire parish honor our 

patron, by setting up the gym, helping with the cooking, guarding 

the goodies, tearing down the set-up, and cleaning the kitchen.  

Who can forget the men who bent their backs to move the grand 

piano in the church. What an effort!  If it needs to be done, the 

Knights do it.  I am sure everyone enjoyed as much as I did the 

meatless meal, the mounds of sweets so lovingly prepared by our 

parishioners and the wonderful performance by the Hamilton Park 

Baptist Church Men’s Chorus which capped off the evening.  

Msgr. Don personally expressed his thanks to me for the work 

performed by the Knights to make this event so enjoyable.  

Thanks to everyone who stepped forward to lend a hand.   

 

We had a spirited group who turned out for our Corporate 

Communion on March 11th.  Thanks to those who attended and to 

the Color Corps members who make the event so special. 

Following Mass, we enjoyed a continental breakfast and 

socialized with our families in the St. Joseph room.  Based on 

feedback, I will continue to stay away from donuts and provide 

fruit and other items for the breakfast.  

 

Although we had only one fish fry this year, it, too, was a huge 

success.  Brian Roeten, who only a few short weeks ago was in the 

hospital, chaired this event.  I received many expressions of thanks 

from our parishioners who said they enjoyed the meal.  Look out 

Brian, some have said this was the best fish fry so far.  You may 

be called upon for an encore.  At one point that Friday, I counted 

20 knights who were working in various capacities from serving 

ice cream to washing dishes.  It is gratifying to see such 

cooperation among our members. (Unity) At the end of the 

evening, through the efforts of James Aston and Milton Catalina, 

the unused food, both cooked and uncooked, was delivered to the 

Austin Street Shelter.  (Charity) They were pleased to receive the 

food and expressed a desire for anything we wish to share in the 

future. 

 

Our biggest success, however, has to be the Major Degree which 

we hosted here at St. Joseph’s.  It appears that the councils in the 

DFW area enjoy coming to St. Joseph’s for a Major Degree.  I am 

sure it is because of our hospitality and organization of the event.  

Last year, we had 76 major degree candidates and this year we had 

93, which included a deacon from Houston and our own Father 

Anthony Lackland.  Our parishioners had to be impressed when 

90 plus candidates and over 60 members processed into the 7:30 

am Mass through a Color Corps of 20 members.  Both Father 

Anthony and our mission priest, Father Carl Arico, commented on 

the presence of the Knights and the reason they were in church. It 

felt so good to be acknowledged before our parishioners.  

Following the ceremony, on behalf of Council 8954, I presented 

Father Anthony with a copy of the book, Parish Priest, which was 

appropriately inscribed by James Aston. Father Anthony said he 

would cherish the book as a memento of the event.   

 

The conferring team, the district deputies, and many other officials 

and candidates expressed their appreciation for the professional 

manner in which Council 8954 prepared for and hosted this 

ceremony.   We had prepared for 35 to 40 candidates.  When over 

90 appeared for the ceremony, we had to do a lot of behind the 

scenes scrambling to provide additional breakfast and lunches. 

Our overall success with this event is due to the work of Isaac 

Sandoval who spent many hours in preparing all the details.  He 

deserves a big THANK YOU from all of us.   

 

March 29th is Founders Day.  This year is the 125th anniversary of 

the founding of our order.  From a humble beginning in 1882 in 

New Haven, CT our order has prospered.  We now have over 1.7 

million members; we are the largest Catholic fraternal 

organization for men in the world; and we have one of the top 

rated insurance programs in the country.  We now count seven 

saints among our former members and pray for the canonization of 

our founder, Father Michael J. McGivney.   

 

Our big event for April will be the Clergy Appreciation Dinner at 

7:00 pm on April 26th.  This is always a popular event so mark 

your calendars—men only; no spouses for this event.  Cost is 

$10.00 which covers a steak dinner with all the trimmings and 

wine.  We need an accurate count of attendees in order to buy the 

steaks, so prepare to sign up at our next business meeting or, if 

you cannot attend, send me an e-mail at: lanouxtx@tx.rr.com, or 

let me know by phone, 972-705-9867, if you plan to attend. 

 

As we approach Easter Sunday, my wish is that you had a “good” 

Lent.  Msgr. Don provided us with a wide array of events and 

activities by which we could increase our spiritual growth.  

Personally, I was very impressed with our mission priest, Fr. Carl 

Arico.  He was entertaining but so focused on our prayer life and 

 



how we develop a personal relationship with God.  I feel that my 

prayer life will be enhanced from what I learned.  

 

Remember, our April meeting is on the second Thursday of the 

month, April 12th, because April 5th is Holy Thursday.  See you 

there!  Happy Easter!  

 

I extend my condolences to Gene Horn on the death of his wife, 

Katie.  May she rest in peace. 

  

Vivat Jesus! 

Joel J. Lanoux 

Grand Knight 

 

PRAY FOR OUR PRIESTS 

 

Our nine Saturday Novena for Priests concluded on March 31st.  

We of the Vocations Awareness Committee thank all of you who 

attended the novena for your participation and we ask that all of 

you pray daily for our priests.  Below is A Prayer for Priests which 

we used during the novena.  We suggest that you cut it out and 

recite it, or other prayers, daily that our priests may persevere in 

their vocations, be fruitful in their ministries and be happy in their 

service to God. 

  

A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS 

 

Keep them, I pray Thee, dearest Lord, 

Keep them, for they are Thine. 

 

Thy priests whose lives burn out before 

Thy consecrated shrine. 

Keep them for they are in the world 

though from the world apart. 

When earthly pleasures tempt, allure,-- 

Shelter them in Thy heart. 

 

Keep them, and comfort them in hours 

of loneliness and pain, 

When all their life of sacrifice for souls 

seems but in vain. 

 

Keep them, and O remember Lord 

they have no one but Thee, 

Yet they have only human hearts 

with human frailty. 

 

Keep them as spotless as the Host 

that daily, they caress— 

Their every thought and word and deed,  

deign, dearest Lord, to bless. 

 

Knight of the Month (Feb) – Paul Sine 

Family of the Month (Feb) – Roger & Jan Flesch 

 

 
From the 

Financial 

Secretary 

  
     Lairy Johnson 

DUES STATUS 

The 3rd and final notice went out to 41 members today. A Knight 

Alert letter from the Grand Knight and trustees was mailed. I 

would advise all delinquent dues be paid as soon as possible. 

Dues are due on the 1st of January each year. These should have 

been paid long ago, and not allowed to linger on. This has caused 

the council extra postage expense, and time spent processing 

notices. Dues show membership commitment and are very 

necessary to operate the council. Please take a moment today to 

make your payment. If anyone is having financial difficulty to 

pay dues because of some reason beyond your control such as 

SEVERE health problem, job lost, etc, please contact the Grand 

Knight in strict confidence. If you are contemplating a transfer to 

another council you need to have your membership in good 

standing in order to transfer. If for some reason you want to 

withdraw contact me to discuss process.  

Fraternally,  Lairy 

 

Address Changes 

All Knights are going to change addresses, telephone numbers 

and e-mail addresses. Someday. When that happens please be 

sure to notify your financial secretary, and to have the post office 

forward your mail. Moving is a busy time and perhaps the 

council doesn't sit near the top of the list of priority notifications, 

eventually get around to it.  

Thanks,  Lairy 

 

Membership as of March 1, 2007: 

• Associates = 162, Ins. Participants = 85, Inactive Members = 

8, Total = 255, Net = 247 

• Honorary = 2, Honorary Life = 18 

• Gain by Initiation = 1 

• YTD Achievements of Goal: Membership 14 of 12, New 

Insurance Policies 7 of 6 

 

24-Hour Catholic Radio broadcasting started in October 

2006 and as the strongest 24-hour Catholic Radio signal in 

the United States, KATH 910 AM is capable of reaching up 

to 3 million listeners in the DFW and North Texas area. 

 



 
From the 

Membership 

Director & 

2-Year Trustee 

 
 

     Isaac Sandoval Jr. 

 

Major Degree 

Sunday, March 25, 2007  

 

And THEY said we could not topped last year’s Major Degree; 

They included some of us.  Well, THEY were wrong; WE were 

wrong.  Wishing to follow the path laid out by Father Michael J. 

McGivney, 7 council brothers joined the ranks of 3rd Degree 

Knights.  Joining the ranks were: Christopher Basquez, Michael 

Condy, Joseph Cuevas, Phil Lozano, Brian Kellan, Raymond 

Romo, Jeff Walsh.  Though not a member of our council, Fr. 

Anthony Lackland, Council 11716 Prince of Peace, became a 3rd 

Degree Knight.  Please take time to congratulate our 7 council 

brothers as well as Fr. Anthony.  A total of 92 new 3rd Degree 

Knights were Knighted that day.  Like last year, several runs had 

to be made to ensure food for 92 candidates and over 50 members 

that were present.  This Major Degree could not have been 

successful without the dedicated work of the following brothers: 

our G.K. Joel Lanoux, Lairy Johnson, Jon Hagarman, Derek 

Storey, Jack Eickman, Martin Jones, Nick Papa, Don O’Bryan, 

Brian Roeten, Chris Glaser, Milton Catalina, Tony Pascarelli, Bill 

McKinney, Nick Mowery, John Aust, & Hank Horton.  For those 

1st Degree brothers who could not attend this Major Degree, 

please consider becoming a 3rd Degree Knight as soon as possible.  

If you are interested, please contact G.K. Joel Lanoux at 972-705-

9867 or Isaac Sandoval at 972-495-8930.  The next Major Degree 

will be held at St. Francis of Assisi on Saturday, June 23rd.  If you 

wish to attend this Major Degree, please contact Joel or Isaac. 

 

 
Community Activities 

 

 
 

 

Texas Special Olympics 

The Special Olympics is a “Special” Knights of Columbus charity 

to which the Order has donated millions of dollars and 

volunteered thousands of man-hours.  Texas Knights and Council 

8954 have contributed to these dollars and hours.  To further 

increase the Orders contributions, Supreme set up a “Special” 

program that awards a set dollar amount to each state Special 

Olympic Chapter based on the states reported volunteer hours 

each year.   So as to maximize volunteering, future council 

newsletters will list all Special Olympics Greater Dallas Area 10 

events in the upcoming two months.  It will provide a brief 

description as to type of event, date, time, location, and contact 

information.  For more detail information, contact the people 

listed or go to www.sotx.org.  When you get to an event, look up 

the K of C chair at that event and you will be assigned a job.  If 

there is no Knights presence, then just volunteer to help where 

needed.  The key to this “Special” program is reported volunteer 

hours; prepare a brief report and submit it to the G.K.  If you had 

family volunteering, include their hours as well.    

 

April 7
th
, Saturday: 21st Annual Borden Uptown Run – 

activities for the family, Elsie’s Kids K, 3 Mile Fun Run, Trolley 

Walk; Dallas Morton Meyerson Symphony Center; 8 am – 12 

noon; Wendi Tinkle, 214-943-9981, wtinkle@sotx.org. 

April 15
th
, Sunday: Equestrian Competition – EQUEST Riding 

Center, 3800 Troy Rd., Wylie; 10 am – 5 pm; David Landberg, 

214-943-9981, dlandberg@sotx.org. 

April 27
th
, 28

th
, Friday, Saturday: Spring Games - Track & 

Field; Wylie High School Athletic Complex; present medals and 

ribbons; Friday Shift 4 pm – 9 pm; Saturday Shift #1, 8 am – 

Noon; Saturday Shift #2, Noon – 3 pm; Saturday Shift #3, 3 pm – 

6 pm; work as many shift as you can; contact Brother Jim Massey 

(Diocesan Special Olympics Coordinator, 972-235-6158 or 

jfm00523@aol.com as soon possible. 

May 16
th
, Wednesday:  Sailing Competition – White Rock 

Lake, Dallas; 5 pm – 8 pm; Jesse McNeil, 214-943-9981, 

jmcneil@sotx.org. 

 

 
Council Activities 

 

 

Council Calendar 

 

Apr-07   

1st All Masses Breakfast Burritos 

7th 9:00 AM 1st Saturday Mass/Rosary 

7th  Easter Vigil 

9th 7:00 PM First Degree Team Practice 

11th 7:00 PM Officers Meeting 

12th 7:00 PM Business Meeting 

18th 6:00 PM VA Hospital Visit 

19th 7:30 PM First Degree 

26th 7:00 PM Clergy Appreciation Dinner 
27th-
28th  

Special Olympics Summer 
Games 

30th 7:00 PM First Degree Team Practice 

   

May-07   

2nd 7:00 PM Officers Meeting 

3rd 7:00 PM Business Meeting 

4th-6th  State Convention 

5th 9:00 AM 1st Saturday Mass/Rosary 

5th 6:00 PM Cinco de Mayo Dinner 

6th All Mases  Breakfast Burritos 

10th 7:30 PM First Degree 

16th 6:00 PM VA Hospital Visit 

27th 8:45 AM Corporate Communion 

 



 
From the 

Deputy Grand 

Knight 

  
     Derek Storey 

Vocation Breakfast Report 

Feb.25, ‘07 

 

There something about Vocation Breakfast that brings out the new 

Knights.  This time it was Mickey “hash brown” McHale who kept 

the breakfast running smoothly with his cooking skills.  He was 

assisted by Brothers Elmer, Paul, Harold, Carl, Jeff, Isaac, Al, 

Victor, Conard, Ken, Nick, Jack, Manuel, Jim and Joseph Cuevas.  

A special appearance was made by Brother Brian Roeten, 4 days 

removed from his stay in the hospital.  Though he was asked to go 

home and rest, Brian stayed a couple of hours cracking eggs and 

helping where needed.  Special “thank you’s” for staying from 

open to close go to Martin Jones for keeping the kitchen “health 

inspector” clean and kept us supplied with clean dishes; Chris 

Glaser, who took care of the banner and stepped in where needed;  

Bill and Clara McKinney  and Joel and Carol Lanoux, for their 

Vocations information and helping where needed; and special 

thanks to Milton Catalina, for staying to help with clean-up. 

Kudos go to the youth and squires who helped out.  They included 

Scott Fontenarosa, David Dukich, Garrett Blackwood, Holly 

Satterthwaite, Stephanie Okonkwo, Kristina Nhan, Scott Mowery, 

Andrew Ducote and Chiriana Storey.  Their help made our job 

easier. 

Our reputation preceded us as we sold 155 tickets at the door.  

Total served was 275, raising over $1000 for our seminarians.  

We’ll see you at the next breakfast in October. 

 

Derek 

 

Buying life insurance is something that’s easy to put off until 

tomorrow.  And with the busy lives we all lead, tomorrow can 

easily become next week, next month, or even next year.  For the 

sake of those you love, don’t let that happen.  I consider it my 

fraternal obligation to make sure that every Knights of Columbus 

member has the opportunity to protect his family with the Order’s 

top-rated insurance products.  I’ll work with you to put a plan in 

place that will help your family when that help is most needed. 

 

We all know someone whose health, instantly and seemingly out-

of-the-blue, changes.  You may think this can’t happen to you.  

Think again.  And keep in mind that no one will ring a bell 

warning you that your health is about to change.  Medical 

technology has turned many diseases previously termed “death 

sentences” into very treatable conditions. What medical advances 

haven’t changed, however, is that being diagnosed with one of 

these diseases will dramatically affect your ability to purchase life 

insurance coverage.  Don’t wait until it’s too late. 

 

Your Knights of Columbus insurance program is second to none.  

Knights of Columbus life insurance represents a safety net for 

Catholic families that’s unsurpassed, and I’m proud of that.  I’m 

also concerned.  Why?  Because so many of our brother Knights 

have no life insurance with the Order.  I suspect that, for many of 

them, tomorrow has become next week, next month or next year.  

Don’t be one of them.  Don’t wait for the bell to ring.  It isn’t 

going to.   I’m at 123-4567.  Call me.  Let’s talk. 

 

 
From the 

3-Year Trustee 

 

 
     Brian Roeten 

Lenten Fish Fry 

Our council’s annual Lenten Fish Fry fundraiser and parish social 

occurred on Friday, March 23, this year.  Many thanks go to all 

the brothers who helped put on this fast-paced high pressure event.  

Many valiant efforts by fellow brothers ensued that night, and I 

personally thank each of you for the time and commitment that 

you were able and willing to give us to put this event on. 

Pre-sale tickets netted 151, and another 112 were sold at the door.  

Wine was served as a tradition from latter years, and seemed to 

add to the happy dining hall atmosphere.   

Final tabulation of profits rendered $580.  Further details will be 

available at the monthly business meeting. 

Brian 

 

Prayer Requests  

Dee Bodin, Randy Bodin, Hank Horton, Mary Maltese, Susie 

Naylor, Jim Parker, Kristie Villalobos, Jose Villalobos, Dexaniva 

Hernandez, Vicky Movin, Gin Eichman, Pepi Johnson, Nancy 

Kozera, Norma Murdoch, John Storey, Kate Berg, Veterans of 

Foreign Wars, Alabama's Tornado Victims. 

 

Career Opportunity Available with the Knights of Columbus: 

Looking for a practical Catholic man who has some sales 

experience, an outgoing personality, is trustworthy, competitive, 

aggressive, and is looking for a career serving brother knights and 

their families.     

Must have a good job history. 

Position includes group life, medical insurance, disability 

insurance, plus a pension plan and 401K. 

Contact: David DeAnda FICF, CSA 

Phone Number: (972) 322-6771 

e-mail: david.deanda@kofc.org 

 



 
 

Hello, Remember Me? 

 

Some people call me Old Glory, others call me the Star Spangle 

Banner, but whatever they call me, I am your Flag, the Flag of the 

United States of America… Something has been bothering me, so 

I thought I might talk it over with you… because it is about you 

and me. 

 

I remember sometime ago people lined up on both sides of the 

street to watch the parade and naturally I was leading every 

parade, proudly waving in the breeze. When your daddy saw me 

coming, he immediately remove his hat and placed it against his 

left shoulder so that the hand was over his heart…remember? 

 

And you, I remember you, standing there straight as a soldier. You 

didn’t have a hat, but you were giving the right salute. Remember 

little sister? Not to be outdone, she was saluting the same as you 

with her right hand over her heart…remember? 

 

What happened! I am still the same Old Flag. Oh, I have a few 

more stars since you were a boy. A lot more blood has been shed 

since those parades of long ago. 

 

But now I don’t feel as proud as I used to. When I come down 

your street, you just stand there with your hands in your pockets 

and I get a small glance and then you look away. Then I see the 

children running around and shouting… they don’t seem to know 

who I am…I saw one man take his hat off then look around, he 

didn’t see anybody else with theirs off so he quickly put his back 

on. 

 

Is it a sin to be patriotic anymore? Have you forgotten what I 

stand for and where I’ve been...? Anzio, Guadakanal, Korea, 

Vietnam, Desert Storms, Afghanistan, & Iraq. Take a look at the 

Memorial Honor Rolls sometime, of those who never came back 

to keep this Republic free…One Nation Under God…when you 

salute me, you are actually saluting them. 

 

Well, it won’t be long until I’ll be coming down your street again.  

So when you see me, stand straight, place your right hand over 

your heart… and I’ll salute you by waving back. 
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        2006 – 2007 OFFICERS 
 
GRAND KNIGHT   JOEL LANOUX  972-705-9867 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT DEREK STOREY  972-487-7099 
CHAPLAIN    MSGR. DON FISCHER 972-231-2951 
CHANCELLOR   CONARD KESTER  972-276-3761 
RECORDER    MILTON CATALINA  972-907-2762 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY  LAIRY JOHNSON  972-234-8489 
TREASURER   LARRY BRUCE  972-530-4903 
ADVOCATE    JACK STUBBS  972-437-1152 
WARDEN    NICK MOWERY  469-366-6252 
LECTURER    DOUG MURDOCH  972-496-7030 
INSIDE GUARD   DOUG MURDOCH  972-496-7030 
OUTSIDE GUARD 1  JOE ACOSTA  972-516-2230 
OUTSIDE GUARD 2  MANUEL VILLELA  972-907-1506 
1 YEAR TRUSTEE   BOB PROCSAL  972-234-5254 
2 YEAR TRUSTEE   ISAAC SANDOVAL  972-495-8930 
3 YEAR TRUSTEE   BRIAN ROETEN  972-414-0507 
 
INSURANCE FIELD AGENT JOHN SHUMAN  469-742-8961 
     E-mail: John.Shuman@KOFC.ORG 

 

KNIGHT SUPPORT LINE  972-805-1921 


